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rss project

Using RSS as a way of keeping people aware of various  
environmental statistics



rss experiment

Attempting to visualize statistics with RSS feeds



rss book

Transforming RSS feed into an accordion book that could go on forever...



revised project

Build a community based on small steps everyone can take to positively 
change their lifestyle with regards to the environment.

hope

Interacting with people interested in taking some of these small steps 
together will be a powerful motivating tool, and empower all of us with 
the knowledge of our collective impact.



inspiration: 43 things

Issues with user-defined goals, vagueness



inspiration: runlog

Same premise of community as motivation



experiment

Does anyone else think about change this way? I sent out requests for 
goals people have or want to have, and posted to my blog.

results

The idea resonates with a select group of passionate people

10 responses, with more coming in*

> 100 small tasks!



	 A collection of small steps everyone can make to positively change the environment.

CAN DO: small steps. big impact.

read about  
small steps

At its simplest, can 
do is a blog, with 
regularly updated 
ideas for small steps. 
While user input is 
accepted, the list 
is highly edited so 
that ideas are always 
original and timely.

is there a small 
step  
you can take?

Subscribe to it! Sign 
up for an RSS feed 
or email summary 
of everyone who’s 
interested in your 
goal, including stats, 
encouragement, and 
advice.

have you taken  
a small step? 

Click on the link in 
your feed or email 
to make sure your 
contribution is 
included in the total 
for your goal.

check in + see how 
your community is 
doing!

Visit the site to see 
what new goals there 
are, and how much 
you’ve accomplished.
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CAN DO: small steps. big impact.

front page

Intro
List of recent small tasks
Submit an idea
RSS of new tasks

personal email

Cheerful message :)
Group total(s)
Personal total(s)
Add your effort!

personal email

Cheerful message :)
Group total(s)
Personal total(s)
Add your effort!

personal email

Cheerful message :)
Group total(s)
Personal total(s)
Add your effort!

(form) add your effort

task
estimated units

small task page

Description
Comments
Join this small task
Display of cumulative effect

small task page

Description
Comments
Join this small task
Display of cumulative effect

small task page

Description
Comments
Join this small task
People doing this
Display of totals

user page

Photo 
Description
Tasks you’re doing

user page

Photo 
Description
Tasks you’re doing

user page

Image 
Description
Tasks you’ve done
Your personal impact!

join this small task!

Create a profile
Sign up for an email

can do (in an ideal world!)
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CAN DO: small steps. big impact.

first working site

Building a working model of Can Do
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CAN DO: small steps. big impact.

site design ideas

Aesthetic of final site: simple, ecofriendly, homespun
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CAN DO: small steps. big impact.

visualization ideas

How to visually show collective impact? images in place of color bars?


